
Planning, Economic Development, 
Environmental and Intergovernmental Affairs

Wednesday, March 27, 2024 @ 11:00 AM
Madison County BOS Chambers

AGENDA

11:00
AM

Call Meeting to Order

Approval of Minutes

• Approval of February Minutes

Department and Agency Reports

1. Sales Tax Update - Cindy Edick
2. Real Property Update - Ryan Chaires
3. Career Center Update - Ellen Bowe
4. IDA Update - Kipp Hicks
5. CCE Update - Larkin Podsiedlik
6. Tourism Update - Kaytlynn Lynch
7. Planning Update - Scott Ingmire
8. MCPLUS Update
9. BUY Madison - Sam Field

Resolutions:

1. Opposing Part O of the Governor's 2024 Article VII Revenue Bill
Regarding the Siting of Major Electric Transmission Facilities, Also
known as the "RAPID" Act

2. Authorizing the Chairman to Enter into an Agreement ECC
Technologies, Inc.

3. Authorizing an Agreement with the Madison County Rural Health
Council for a Mobility Management Program

4. Resolution Supporting S.1179 (Harckham)/A.7269 (Levenberg) to
Alleviate Statutory Hurdles to Solar Canopy Installation

5. Authorizing Madison County to apply for a New York State
ConnectAll Municipal Infrastructure Grant

6. Authorizing a Grant Agreement with CNY Community Foundation for
and ADA Accessible Kayak Launch

Other Committee Business

Preferred Agenda

Next Meeting:

1. May 1, 2024
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Adjourn
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Increase/
Distribution Date 2023 2024 (Decrease)    %   

February 7 $2,518,274 $2,423,593 ($94,681)  (3.76)%

February 13 532,314 521,821 (10,493)  (1.97)%

March 7 2,194,836 2,195,528 692 0.03%

March 13 435,145 454,535 19,390 4.46%

        Total $5,680,569 $5,595,477 ($85,092)  (1.50)%

Notes:
2024 Budget - $39,000,000
Percent shared with towns & villages - approx. 42%

Madison County
Sales Tax Distributions

Actual Cash Receipts
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RESOLUTION NO. _______ 

 

OPPOSING PART O OF THE GOVERNOR’S 2024 ARTICLE VII REVENUE BILL 

REGARDING THE SITING OF MAJOR ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION FACILITIES,  

ALSO KNOWN AS THE “RAPID” ACT 

 

WHEREAS, New York Governor Hochul has released the Executive Budget 

Proposal for Fiscal Year 2025, which includes Part O of the Transportation, Economic 

Development, and Environmental Conservation budget bill entitled the Renewable 

Action through Project Interconnect and Deployment (“RAPID”) Act; and 

WHEREAS, the RAPID Act seeks to move the Office of Renewable Energy Siting 

(“ORES”) from the Department of State to the Department of Public Service, and seeks 

to consolidate and expedite permitting procedures for major renewable energy and 

electric transmission facilities under a new Article VIII of the Public Service Law; and 

WHEREAS, if passed, the RAPID Act will undermine sound environmental 

review of major electric transmission facilities by requiring ORES to render a permit 

decision within a single year, otherwise the facility shall be automatically approved, 

regardless of project size or impact on private property or conservation lands; and  

WHEREAS, if passed, the RAPID Act will constitute a significant deprivation of 

Private Property Rights by extended the power of Eminent Domain to the construction 

of major electric transmission facilities by large-scale solar and wind developers, said 

power being currently limited to regulated utilities granted a certificate of environmental 

compatibility and public need; and    

WHEREAS, if passed, the RAPID Act will undermine the protection of natural 

resources by allowing conservation easements to be extinguished anywhere in the 

state, including the Adirondack Park and Catskill Parks, for the construction of major 

electric transmission facilities by large-scale solar and wind developers, said authority 

being currently limited to regulated utilities granted a certificate of environmental 

compatibility and public need; and  

WHEREAS, if passed, the RAPID Act will further erode home rule and local 

decision-making enshrined in the New York State Constitution, Local Government Bill of 

Rights, Statute of Local Governments, and Municipal Home Rule law, usurping the 

rights of local governments to determine how communities and property within their 

jurisdictions develop, and contravening the purpose of comprehensive planning outlined 

in Section 272-A of Town Law;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Madison County strongly opposes 

the passage of Part O contained in the Governor’s Article VII Revenue Bill relating to the 
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expedited siting of major electric transmission facilities, the use of Eminent Domain, and 

the extinguishing of conservation easements, and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Madison County calls on the Governor of 

New York, members of the State Senate, and members of the State Assembly to ensure 

that Part O, and particularly the offending provisions identified herein, be excluded from 

the New York State budget or any other legislation, and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Madison County opposes state or federal 

action that would weaken or eliminate New York’s long-standing tradition of home rule 

and local government authority; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Clerk of the Board is hereby directed to 

provide a copy of this resolution to Governor Kathy Hochul, Lieutenant Governor 

Antonio Delgado, members of the State Senate, members of the State Assembly, the 

New York State Association of Counties, the New York State Association of Towns, the 

Inter-County Association of Western New York, and all others deemed necessary and 

proper. 

 

Dated: April 9, 2024 

     ________________________________ 

     Eve Ann Shwartz, Chairwoman 

     Planning, Economic Development, 

     Environmental and Intergovernmental    

     Affairs Committee 
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RESOLUTION NO. _______ 

AUTHORIZING THE CHAIRMAN TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT  
ECC TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 

WHEREAS, Madison County previously entered into an agreement with ECC 
Technologies, Inc. as the result of a RFP for Broadband Consulting Services to assist 
the County with developing information that will form the basis for future decisions 
concerning expansion of broadband coverage throughout the County; and 

WHEREAS, ECC conducted an initial county-wide inventory and mapping of 
critical assets including the location and ownership of fiber optic networks followed 
by a community survey using a Broadband Availability and Adoption Tool ("BAAT") 
that identified unserved and underserved portions of the County and evaluated 
market conditions, likelihood of adoption as well as other critical metrics; and 

WHEREAS, the County, in conjunction with ECC, were successful in 
receiving a grant award from the USDA for a Reconnect broadband expansion 
project in Madison County; and 

WHEREAS, as of January 22, 2024 New York State has created the 
ConnectALL “Municipal Infrastructure Program” (MIP) with over $228 million in 
competitive grant funding available for municipal broadband expansion projects ; 
and  

WHEREAS, ECC has the experience and expertise necessary to assist the 
County in developing a grant application with the goal of providing Broadband internet 
access to all unserved/underserved addresses in Madison County (estimated at over 
1,700 locations); and  

WHEREAS, the cost of said services is up to $38,000, and said funds have been 
allocated in the 2024 County budget;  

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors hereby 
authorizes the Chairman of the Board of Supervisors to execute a contract with ECC 
Technologies, Inc. to provide services to assist with the ConnectALL MIP grant 
application, as is on file with the Clerk of the Board. 

 
Dated: April 9, 2024 
     ________________________________ 
     Eve Ann Shwartz, Chairwoman 
     Planning, Economic Development, 
     Environmental and Intergovernmental    
     Affairs Committee 
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RESOLUTION NO. _______ 
 

AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH THE MADISON COUNTY RURAL HEALTH 
COUNCIL FOR A MOBILITY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 

 
 WHEREAS, the County of Madison has submitted a request for a consolidated 
grant of funds to the New York State Department of Transportation, pursuant to Section 
5311, Title 49 United States Code, a request for a grant of funds for a project to provide 
public mass transportation service for Madison County; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the County of Madison and the State of New York have previously 
entered into a continuing Agreement which authorizes the undertaking of the Project and 
payment of the Federal Share; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the County of Madison makes application semi-annually to the New 
York State Commissioner of Transportation for such Federal aid used in Madison 
County ‘s rural transportation system; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the present application calls for the implementation of a mobility 
management program for Madison County, as part of a coordinated transportation 
program; and 
 
 WHEREAS, after Madison County RFP 2-24, we have determined that the 
Madison County Rural Health Council has the special skills and abilities necessary to 
undertake this mobility management effort on behalf of our transportation program; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the County of Madison will be subcontracting with the Rural Health 
Council as a third party subcontractor for the project described above for a sum not to 
exceed $294,968, all of which comes from our Federal 5311 transportation allocation; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Chairman of the Board of 
Supervisors is authorized to sign this contract with the third party subcontractor, The 
Madison County Rural Health Council, for the completion of the above-named public 
transportation mobility management project, a copy of which is on file with the Clerk of 
the Board. 
 
 
DATED:  April 9, 2024                      
 
 

                         
______________________________ 

                  Eve Ann Shwartz, Chairwoman        
           Planning, Economic Development,  
           Environmental and Intergovernmental    
           Affairs Committee 
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RESOLUTION SUPPORTING S.1179 (HARCKHAM)/A.7269 (LEVENBERG) TO ALLEVIATE  

STATUTORY HURDLES TO SOLAR CANOPY INSTALLATION 

 

WHEREAS, solar canopies have become an increasingly popular method for investing in solar power, 

utilizing existing spaces efficiently by generating renewable energy and providing shade to parked vehicles; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the parking areas for county and municipal parks are a prime location for solar canopy 

installation, as they make productive use otherwise unused airspace and create an opportunity to educate park 

visitors and the community about the benefits of renewable energy; and 

 

WHEREAS, municipalities often cannot advance these projects on their own and engage a solar 

developer to finance and build the installation; however, to do this, the municipality must go through a parkland 

alienation process that is governed by state law; and 

 

WHEREAS, the current parkland alienation process requires local governments to request an act from 

the State Legislature and acts as a barrier to timely implementation of solar projects; and 

 

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 1179 (Harckham)/Assembly Bill 7269 (Levenberg) would encourage renewable 

energy development by allowing local governments to advance solar energy projects under two megawatts 

directly above parking areas without the need for approval from the State Legislature; and 

 

WHEREAS, the New York Senate has passed this legislation with bipartisan support during every 

legislative session since 2020, and it has died in the Assembly. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Madison County Board of Supervisors support S.1179 

(Harckham)/A.7269 (Levenberg) to empower counties and municipalities to harness solar energy in public 

parks, contribute to the goals established by the Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act, and 

generate revenue that can be reinvested in park maintenance or community projects; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Madison County Board of Supervisors commend the Senate for 

their continued passage of this legislation and calls on the Assembly to pass and the Governor to sign S.1179 

(Harckham)/A.7269 (Levenberg) during the 2024 Legislative Session; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, copies of this resolution shall be forwarded to Governor Kathy Hochul, 

Senator Pete Harckham, Assemblymember Dana Levenberg, the Senate and Assembly Standing Committees 

on Environmental Conservation, and all others deemed necessary and proper. 

Dated: April 9, 2024        

        _______________________________ 

        Eve Ann Shwartz, Chairwoman 

Planning, Economic Development, Environmental 

and Intergovernmental Affairs Committee 
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RESOLUTION NO. __________ 

AUTHORIZING MADISON COUNTY TO APPLY FOR A NEW YORK STATE CONNECTALL 
MUNICIPAL INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT 

WHEREAS, Madison County has conducted a county-wide inventory and mapping of 
critical broadband assets including the location and ownership of fiber optic networks; and 

WHEREAS, a community survey also was conducted using a Broadband Availability and 
Adoption Tool ("BAAT") that identified unserved and underserved portions of the County, 
evaluated market conditions and the likelihood of adoption, as well as other critical metrics; and 

WHEREAS, the County has also participated in local and regional efforts to help identify 
unserved and underserved addresses in conjunction with New York State ConnectALL and the 
FCC; and 

 WHEREAS, though our current USDA ReConnect grant will make significant strides in 
serving residents and businesses with broadband fiber internet service, the USDA program 
rules didn’t allow us to reach everyone (approximately 1,700 unserved/underserved) addresses 
remain); and 

 WHEREAS, New York State is making available over $228 million in funding through the 
Municipal Infrastructure Program (MIP), which has a round 2 application due date of April 19th, 
2024; and 

WHEREAS, Madison County has assembled a team, including County Departments, ECC 
Technologies, and Empire Access, in a collaborative effort to apply for up to $30 million in 
funding through the MIP program to finally provide service to as many last-mile unserved and 
underserved addresses in Madison County as funding will allow; and 

WHEREAS, Madison County recognizes it has been on the forefront of creative and 
innovative ways to provide broadband access to its residents through a County ownership 
based public/private partnership model; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Madison County Board of 
Supervisors enthusiastically supports this effort to apply to the New York State ConnectALL 
MIP program and hereby authorizes a Round 2 application, for up to $30 million, by April 19, 
2024. 

 

Dated: April 9, 2024 
     ________________________________ 
     Eve Ann Shwartz, Chairwoman 
     Planning, Economic Development, 
     Environmental and Intergovernmental    
     Affairs Committee 
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RESOLUTION NO.____________ 

 
AUTHORIZING A GRANT AGREEMENT WITH CNY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 

FOR AN ADA ACCESSIBLE KAYAK LAUNCH  
 

 
WHEREAS, Madison County (along with portions of Onondaga and Oneida 

Counties) is blessed to have the longest remaining intact section (36 miles) of the Old 
Erie Canal pass through some of its northern municipalities; and  
 

WHERAS, Madison County has formed the Old Erie Canal Community Working 
Group to focus communities, agencies, and interested citizens on revitalizing the 
waterfront that is the Old Erie Canal; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Department applied for and was awarded a $60,000 

grant through the CNY Community Foundation for the purchase and installation of an 
ADA accessible kayak launch to be installed along the Old Erie Canal at the 
Chittenango Landing Canal Boat Museum; and 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chairman is hereby authorized 
to enter into a grant agreement, a copy of which is on file with the Clerk of the Board, 
with the CNY Community Foundation and that the Treasurer is hereby authorized to 
make the necessary arrangements to receive and disburse the funds. 
 
 

Dated:  April 9, 2024      
             
             
   

_________________________________ 
      Eve Ann Shwartz, Chairwoman,  
      Economic Development, Environmental 

and Intergovernmental Affairs Committee  
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